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BAR BRIEFS
WE LISTEN RESPECTFULLY
In an age when parental authority and filial respect are said to
be lightly regarded, we pause to give heed to the words of the Father
of the Country in the expre*ssion of the hope "that the Constitution
may be sacredly maintained-that its administration in every depart-
ment may be stamped with wisdom and virtue-that the happiness of
the people of these states may be made complete by so careful a preser-
vation, and so prudent a use of this blessing, as will acquire to them'
the glory of recommending it to the applause, the affection, and adop-
tion of every nation"; , and also in the solemn warning "that we resist.
with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles, however specious
the pretext. One method of assault may be to effect, in the forms of
the Constitution, alterations which will impair the energy of the
system, and thus to undermine what can not be directly overthrown."
That the language just quoted may be able to make its impress
upon the growing generation, we respectfully recommend the use as a
text in our public schools of House Document No. 398 of the first
session of the 69th Congress, being a bound volume of the documents
"Illustrative of the Formation of the Union of the American States,"
and also suggest that this volume may be studied with profit by those
upon whom the passing years have fixed the burden of responsibility.
THE BAUMES LAW
"Why should a criminal, with clever lawyers, clogged courts and
over-sympathetic juries opening broad avenues of escape at every stage
of his trial, feel that the actual serving of a jail sentence was anything
but a bit of extraordinary hard luck? This is why the Baumes law,
and particularly the mandatory life imprisonment for the fourth of-
fense, have resulted in such an immediate reduction in crime and an
exodus of criminals from New York State.
"Your repeated offender may be a victim of some kind of "men-
tal toxic poisoning' which drives him irresistibly to crime, but I notice
from the police records of New York City alone that the certainty of
going to jail for life on his fourth offense is one of the most powerful
anti-toxins devised by the mind of man. All these so-called Baumes
laws which make for the expedition and certainty of conviction for the
guilty; which have closed, or partially closed, some of those wide open
doors to freedom; which have made the criminal's road more or less
of a primrose path, have aided in the improvement in the crime situa-
tion as far as New York State is concerned."--Richard Washburn
Child.
SACCO - VANZETTI
A very noticeable thing about the Sacco -Vanzetti case, other than
the one to which attention was called in Bar Briefs some time ago, is
the fact that Whenever a person of known radical connections is
brought before the bar of justice, every living member of such organ-
izations is "for him" regardless. Would that organization engaged in
constructive enterprises might be able to develop some of that spirit of
harmony, if only for a time I
